BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Sertice we 317 West 4th Street 
(adie AAS Ae RR MU cA i 





Vol. XXVI December 1, 1958 No. 23 
BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Branley, Franklyn M. Crowell 
A BOOK OF SATELLITES FOR YOU Cloth; $3.00 


Dedicated to "today's youngsters, the spacemen of tomorrow" this book- il- 
lustrated in red, white and blue, cartoon-like drawings,- initiates the pre-reader 
into the realms of outer space. Various aspects of the satellites, natural and man- 
made, are simply explained with the emphasis on today's attempts at launching man- 
made moons. The author, an Associate Astronomer at the American Museum-Hayden Plane- 
tarium, indicates, in language simple enough for children to grasp, the mechanical 
devices which are employed, the problems presented in launching a satellite, the 
importance of such a move, and the ramifications a successful launching may have in 
our future. In an age where children become as quickly aware of Sputnik as they do 
of the moon, it is helpful to use their enthusiasm constructively by imparting to 
them facts, which in this care are infinitely more stimulating than much of the 
fiction revolving about the subject. The author's hypothesis that facts, simply 
stated, no matter how technical, can be absorbed by the young uncluttered mind and 
Leonard Kessler's humorous drawings do much to make this a profitable project for 

fe the pre-reader and his parents. (9x8) (1/15. LC: 58-12296). 


EASY READING 


Leighton, Margaret Farrar, Straus-Ariel 
THE SECRET OF SMUGGLERS COVE $2.75 


When eight-year-old Nancy leaves her bustling family in Virginia to summer 
with her dreamy Aunt Alicia on the California coast, she cannot imagine that she will 
become involved.in a Maffia plot. It is her childish appetite which brings her to 
the roadside restaurant owned by two Italians who would like to forget that their 
uncle once led a powerful Chicago gang. And from that moment on, Nancy's idyllic 
vacation takes on ominous overtones, which are ultimately expelled through her cour- 
age, common sense, and sympathy. A not very convincing plot, but redeemed somewhat 
by Margaret Leighton's skill in getting inside her heroine and her facility for 
describing locale in an evocative fashion. (2/4. LC: 59-6448). 


NINE-TWELVE- FICTION 


Berna, Paul Pantheon 
THE HORSE WITHOUT A HEAD $2.75 


* The world of Sirenon and Rififi reduces to a gang of Paris gamins, who live 
on the wrong side of the Seine and pursue their lusty enterprises with all the vigor 
and wisdom of their adult counterparts. When the group is deprived of their wheeled 
horse, a headless creature on which they careen down the Paris alleys, they set out 
to pursue it and become involved with the police, in a search for a group of crim- 
inals. The swift pacing of the story, the vivid atmosphere of the Paris slums, and 

@ the fascinating delineation of character have won for The Horse Without a Head the 
Grand Prix Litteraire of the Salon de l'Enfance. A book which appeals, both because 
of the unusual story it tells and because of its conviction that, in any genuine com- 
munity where members fiercely concern themselves with each others interests, even the 
struggle for survival is sweet. Illustrated by Richard Kennedy in black and white 
drawings with a bold Gallic quality. (11/24. LC: 58-13488) 
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Wilson, Barbara Ker Criterion & 
PATH-THROUGH-THE-WOODS $3.50 


A story of a bustling English Victorian family, told in retrospect, through the 
pieces of a tattered patchwork quilt. As each patch is examined, the life of the Fielding 
family unfolds: Sophie, a headstrong girl who astonishes her family by her desire to be a 
doctor; beautiful Aunt Jessie, whose handsome Doctor husband dies in a cholera plague; 
Jemimah, a frail little girl who dies prematurely of consumption; and of course Mama and 
Papa, - the upright understanding Victorian parents. Barbara Wilson writes with charm of 
her locale and her characters, bringing to this story much of the atmosphere of upper mid- 
dle class domesticity during Victoria's reign, and a bittersweet nostalgia for the time in 
which the family was a stronghold of warmth and unity in which roles were clearly assigned 
and the rebellion of the young was tempered with affection and respect. (Publ. LC:58-9621). 


The following title was originally reviewed in the November 1 bulletin as adult 
fiction, but 1s now being distributed mainly as a juvenile: 


Whitehouse, Arch . Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
FIGHTERS IN THE SKY $3.50 


Ten adventure stories of fighter pilots in World Wars I and II and in Korea by 
an author who specializes in airplane stories for the pulps and slick magazines. Five of 
the stories deal with the English, five with Americans in a predictable but exciting pat- 
tern of action, human interest and simplified technology. Of the group, the three dealing 
with World War I are perhaps the most interesting because of the hand-to-hand highly per- 
sonal nature of the fighting in those days. For airplane buffs and those readers who as 
boys thrilled over the old-time airplane adventure accounts. (1/2. LC: 59-5555). * 


McKown, Robin Putnam 
PUBLICITY GIRL $2.75 


The year following Edwina Fiske's college graduation marks her initiation into 
both the New York Public Relations-Publicity world and adult romance. Edwina, a curious 
hybrid of girl-guide and huckster,bristles with ideas. Despite office intrigue and her 
boss' opposition to female executives, her publicity stunts establish her as a real pro- 
fessional, and ultimately the face meets the face in the person of Harry, another ideal- 
istic habitue of Madison Avenue. There are at least four other counterplots, all of which 
run their expected course, all of which have been pulled from the grab bag of cliches, and 
are only redeemed to the extent that they form a framework for a rather specific and lucid 
exposition of the publicity field. (1/15. LC: 59-5225). 


THIRTEEN-FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Colbert, Edwin H. Crowell 
MILLIONS OF YEARS AGO $2.75 


A factual gnd careful study of pre-history, this text, illustrated meticulously 
with expressive line drawings by Margaret M. Colbert, provides a general introduction to 
a study of archaeology. In its reconstruction, through fossils, of early species, it 
interpolates the theories and contributions of outstanding men--Darwin, Da Vinci, Caspar 
Wistar, Jefferson, Cuvier-- But for the most part it discusses the early species, them- 
selves, of plants, animals and fish as they evolved from earliest known times, through 
the coming of man. A course in itself. (1/15. LC: 59-5463). 
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Eifert, Virginia S. Dodd, Mead 
NEW BIRTH OF FREEDOM $3.25 


Virginia Eifert, author of several historical juveniles, writes here a com- 
passionate history of a man and of a war. Although the subject of Abraham Lincoln is 
a familiar one to adult and juvenile biography, Virginia Eifert in her integrated 
study of the man and the events which conspired to make him great, approaches him 
with considerable freshness. Dramatically emphasizing the personal problems with 
which he was embroiled-- the death of two sons, the constant need to protect and 
assuage the volatile Mrs. Lincoln-- a portrait emerges here of a troubled but deeply 
dedicated man. There is no attempt made to criticize the President, but rather to 
establish him in the context of those small and large events which shaped his role 

as President, parent, and martyr. (2/2. LC: 59-5666). 


Hyde, Margaret 0. Whittlesey House-McGraw-Hill 
ATOMS TODAY AND TOMORROW $2.95 


Margaret Hyde, author of six juveniles dealing with science, writes an ex- 
plicit and pertinent account of the atom, its dangers and potentials. Based on the 
hypothesis that man is now confronted with the choice of how and to what extent atomic 
energy should be used, this text presents a clear and informative exposition of what, 
so far, is being done and to what one may look in the future. An exceedingly diffi- 
cult topic is handled here with admirable clarity and impartiality in this text which 
is as morally challenging as it is scientifically precise. (2/7. LC: 58-13878). 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Lockwood, Sarah Doubleday 
THE ELBOW OF THE SNAKE $3.95 


A pioneer story of Southern Idaho in the early 1900's, this story of a 
man's obsession to win back the reluctant land tells a familiar story with freshness 
and conviction. John Bradford's struggle ultimately costs him his life and the love 
of his wife Em. And it is Em, a woman of remarkable strength, who ultimately com- 
pletes the homesteading terms and finds happiness in the sagebrush desert. For the 
enthusiast of pioneer stories, a revealing fictional treatment. Full report on 
p. 854. (1/22. Lc: 58-8100). 


Wallop, Douglass Norton 
WHAT HAS FOUR WHEELS AND FLIES? $2.95 


A parable of dogdom, this fantasy centers about an attempt to stimulate 
the car trade by teaching dogs to drive. All the foibles and anxieties manifest by 
humans, the use of the automobile for devious psychological or social reasons, become 
evident in this microcosm of animals. As funny as it is revealing, this should have 
@ sure appeal to all wheel-oriented young people. Full report on p. 858. (1/7. 
LC: 58-13952). 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Degler, Carl Harper 
OUT OF OUR PAST $6.00 


Here is a challenging new way to approach American history. The past is 
seen through the lens of the present and events, their causes and results, emerge in 
different relationships and with different emphases. Taking three major crises -- 
the War of Independence, the War for the Nation and the Great Depression -- Professor 
Degler traces the emerging and crucial changes and shows, underlying them, a con- 
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tinuous tradition. Sharply selective, this text throws new light on what is happening 
today, in terms of the American people, their social, political, economic, moral and 
industrial development. So that from this astute study emerges a living, meaningful 
picture of the national character. Full report on p. 839. (1/7. LC: 58-8824). 


Bass, Robert D. Holt 
SWAMP FOX $4.50 


A portrait of Francis Marion, the phantom guerrilla who terrorized the Tories 
from White Marsh to Black Mingo, this highly military account is filled with adventure 
and history. Not only does a dramatic phase of the revolution come to light here, but 
Marion, himself, emerges as a humane man, a dedicated soldier, and a person of uniquely 
introverted character. An engrossing supplement to the study of American history. Full 
report on p. 839. (1/7. LC: 59-5368). 


Tredree, H. L. Little, Brown 
THE STRANGE ORDEAL OF THE NORMANDIER $3.95 


A true account of heroism and horror in World War I, this chronicle of the 
radio operator of the British merchant ship WNormandier, should appeal to all who enjoy 
tales of high adventure and hardship at sea. Alt*ough the book is over long and writ- 
ten in a stilted style, the :record of the fever infested crew, fighting death, heat 
and storms, until,when hope had died, they see the full lights of an American ship 
which tells them that the war is over, makes a fascinating and accurate diary of brave 
men. Full report on p. 867. (1/29. LC: 59-5295). 

Buckmaster, Colonel Maurice Norton 

THEY FOUGHT ALONE $3.95 


* A strict and stirring account of British Colonel Buckmaster's Special Opera- 
tions organization and their work in collaboration with the French Resistance. Perhaps 
one of the most dramatic phases of World War II, the French underground was the scene 
of daring acts of Nazi opposition, many of which are powerfully recorded here. An im- 
portant and inspiring appendix to any intelligent study of modern history, a tribute to 
man's courage in the face of oppression. Full report on p. 868. (1/6. LC: 58-13143). 


PARENTS & TEACHERS 


Harris, Agnes.K. & Kuehner, Louis C. Abingdon 
| Cloth; $1.95 
STIRRING UP FUN FOR YOUNGSTERS Paper; $1.00 


Twenty parties for five to eight-year-olds are planned and programmed for. 
parents. Parties are centered about individual themes -- Hawaii, April Fool, Pirates, 
Wild West, etc. -- and appropriate, easy-to-make menus are indicated. Tested in actual 
situations, the authors calculate that each party should last approximately one-and-a- 
half hours, and with this guide that time should be relatively free from the casualties 
which commonly grow out of too much enthusiasm and too little to do. (2/9). 
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